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President Sid’s Message
My wife, an avid quilter, recently shared that a new
member of her guild had announced that she had
finally arrived as a quilter because she had built a
“sufficient stash” of fabric to work with. My mind
immediately jumped to the “stash” of stamps and
covers that are taking over my study and encroaching
on other spaces in our house. Yes, as many of you
would agree, we continue to build an ever increasing
philatelic “stash“; but how did we get into this
predicament? Why do we collect and develop this
passion for stamps and covers? As stamp collectors,
we can even become crazily ecstatic about a rare find!
I believe that excitement and joy of discovery, thrill of
the hunt, acquisition of a unique find, sorting and
organizing, striving for completeness, continued
attainment and achievement, are what motivates us.
As well, I am confident that acquiring knowledge and
intensive collecting within a theme or a stamp issue
keeps us mentally active and contributes to longevity.
Proof resides with active long time WTSC member
George MacLean who recently celebrated his 100th
Birthday. Congratulations George from all of us.
Your active participation and significant contributions
to the success of WTSC are most noteworthy.
I am sure all would agree that unrestricted general
collecting and/or intensive studying, is pleasurable
and an effective form of relaxation.
Many WTSC members I have come to know travel
multiple philatelic paths concurrently. We work hard
as unrestricted collectors, semi specialists and
exhibitors and take joy in accomplishing the goals we
personally set. Yes! We can all readily justify the
“stash of stamps and covers” needed to enable and
feed our philatelic appetites and passions.

Happy 100th Birthday George!
Congratulations and best wishes to George MacLean,
WTSC member #634, who recently celebrated his
100th birthday (photos, right).
George can take pride in the fact that he is listed as
an “Honorary Member” on the WTSC listing of
Distinguished Members. This honour was bestowed in
2005 to recognize his service to philately and for
having served on the board for six years. His
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e MacLean (upper), 100th birthday cake (lower)
George
a
contributions
were significant and most noteworthy.
r
As a member since 1975, George’s active participation
b
for 45 years and his willingness to serve as director,
and iclub financial auditor are greatly appreciated and
have contributed to the success of the WTSC. We also
thank
a George for his willingness and readiness to say
the n
“Scottish Grace” at many of our recent annual
Christmas
Dinners.
n

George, we value your good sense of humour,
friendship and kind, caring manner. We wish you well
and are pleased that you were able to take great joy
and pleasure in all the honours you received on your
100th birthday.
Sid
Both photos are courtesy President Sid Mensinga.

March Activities
Meetings are held on Tuesday evening. Doors open at
6:30 pm, and meetings start at 7:30 pm, unless
otherwise specified.
Mar 3 ~ Learning Workshop (starts at 7)
Watermarks - A Revealing Topic
Mar 10 ~ Regular Meeting
Club circuit books, exchange of information, show and
tell, and auction
Mar 17 ~ Discussion Group (starts at 7)
Club member Simon Claughton will present on
Astrophilately
Mar 24 ~ Regular Meeting
Club circuit books, exchange of information, show and
tell, and auction
Mar 31 ~ Board Meeting (starts at 7)

March Learning Workshop
Our fifth Learning Workshop of the 2019-20 season at
7 pm, Tuesday, March 3, is titled ‘Watermarks – A
Revealing Topic’.
Watermarks are letters or patterns impressed by wire
or cut from metal and soldered to a roller under which
pulp is passed during paper-making. A stamp will
sometimes have a complete letter, while others have
only a partial letter or portions of several letters.

Suchupaper was used by some countries for production
of definitives
and commemoratives, including Great
a
Britain
l until the late 1960s. Some definitives bearing
the same portraits, but with changed watermarks,
resulted in collectible varieties of varying rarity.
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Queen Elizabeth stamps like this £1 definitive were
t with various watermarks until 1967
printed
o
Watermarked paper was used in Canada for some
press-runs
of the Queen Victoria ‘Large Queens’: ‘E. &
s
G. Bothwell
Clutha Mills’ in outlined block letters; and
e
‘Alexr. Pirie & Sons’ in script lettering, which was only
r
used for some 15-cent grey definitives.
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Classic era circled cross
watermark on paper used for Switzerland stamps

W
T
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Bothwell watermark was used on paper for Queen
C
Victoria 'Large Queen' issue, except for the 5-cent;
Alexander Pirie watermark on paper used to print grey
b 'Large Queen' definitives
15-cent

Watermarked ‘Large Queens’ are pricier than the
regular stamps, with a half-cent on paper bearing
Bothwell lettering ranked highest: $22,000 to $32,000
mint, $10,000 to $15,000 used in the 2020 Unitrade
Specialized Catalogue of Canadian Stamps.

o
Mosta later
Newfoundland
stamps
watermarks,
as do some airmail issues.
r

also

have

d
Watermarks can be detected by holding a stamp
backwards to a bright light; submersed in watermark
fluid f against a black surface; inserted into a
o Bright Inst-a-tector box whose electric light
Morley
shines
r through the paper; and by using one of several
pricey optical devices produced for this purpose.
NOTE:
t Avoid rubbing alcohol or lighter fluid, due to the
potential of damage plus health issues from breathing
h
fumes.
e
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1868 Canada 'Large Queen' 3-cent red watermarked
Bothwell paper
The first stamps issued by Newfoundland were
produced on plain paper in 1857, followed three years
later by some printed on watermarked paper.
Unitrade lists no watermarks used for a new set in
1865, but two of the six ‘John Guy’ 1911 set can be
found with watermarks.
In 1928, officials on ‘The Rock’ decided to have
stamps printed on paper embossed with a Coat of
Arms.
The 15 ‘Newfoundland-Labrador’ pictorial stamps
depict scenes except for the 1-cent that has a map of
the colony, the 3-cent which show King George V and
Queen Mary, and the 4-cent with Edward the Prince of
Wales. Produced on unwatermarked paper, they were
succeeded starting in 1929 by nine of the set printed
on unwatermarked paper from re-engraved plates.
Various perforation combinations present a challenge
for collectors seeking examples of all versions.
The third set, consisting of 11 ‘NewfoundlandLabrador’ pictorial stamps, was printed on paper
bearing
Coat
of
Arms
watermarks,
though
combinations of perfs were also used.
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Watermark
fluid poured into black plastic trays has
long . been used to reveal watermarks on stamps
(right);
Battery-powered Leuchtturm Sherlock
Watermark
Detector, made in England, Cdn$350-toT
$425h
e
To better understand watermarks, and how best to
spot them, Garfield Portch will first discuss papere
making,
aided by one of his always-helpful ‘power
l slide presentations.
point’
e
Withcthis opportunity to look beyond printed images,
plus t the potential to add more varieties to your
collection, come one and all to the library at the
i
Fairfield Seniors’ Centre.
o
Ian n
a
n
d
“Did you know that behind most stamps there is a
workc of art? These art works are often two
dimensional,
but not always!”
o

Dyk

n
National Postal Museum Facebook page, January 3,
f
2020
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“Basically
one can spend many a happy evening going
i
through
one’s collection. It is absorbing and it engages
the o
mind – it can be extremely satisfying, writing
entries
n explaining your new additions”.

Monthly Quote

1932-37 Codfish 1-cent Newfoundland stamp with
Coat of Arms watermark

Michael Pitt-Payne FRPSL, quoted in ‘Sarkozy and the
o
hobby of kings’, February 26, 2009
f
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7910711.stm

2020 Shows (GTA & Vicinity)
North Toronto Stamp Club’s Spring Postage Stamp
Bourse will take place in Toronto on March 14.
http://www.northtorontostampclub.ca/EventsCalendar/2020-programme
Trajan Media’s National Postage Stamp and Coin
Show will take place in Mississauga on April 4 - 5.
https://stampandcoinshow.com/
ORAPEX 2020, the 59th edition of the Ottawa RA
Centre Philatelic Exhibition (ORAPEX), will take place
in Ottawa on May 2 - 3.
http://www.orapex.ca/
The PHSC Symposium 2020 will take place in
Hamilton and vicinity on July 15 - 19.
Trajan Media’s National Postage Stamp and Coin
Show will take place in Mississauga on September
12 - 13.
CANPEX 2020 will take place in London on October
31 – November 1.
http://www.canpex.ca/
The Canadian Aerophilatelic Society’s Toronto Day of
Aerophilately will take place in Toronto at the
Greene on November 1 from 11:15 am – 4 pm.
North Toronto Stamp Club’s Winter Postage Stamp
Bourse will take place in Toronto on November 14.

Harry Sutherland Hours
Hours for the Harry Sutherland Library at the Greene
are 10 am to 4 pm Monday through Thursday, and
one Saturday a month – March 14 (for the North
Toronto Stamp Club bourse), and April 11.
Late closing (7 pm) on certain Wednesdays to coincide
with the monthly GTAPA meeting – March 25, April
22.
Before visiting, always check the Greene’s web site for
last minute changes.
http://www.greenefoundation.ca/.

WTSC Board of Directors
President: Sid Mensinga
Vice-President: Ian Robertson
Past President: Frank Alusio
Secretary: Rhonda Kavanagh
Treasurer: Lawrence Pinkney
Membership: Patricia Blanchard
Directors: Simon Claughton, Fred Colbourn, Jose
Restrepo, Rob Taylor, Bob Timberg

t
Exploring
Stamps - Stamp
h
o
Collecting
Tutorials on
s
YouTube
e
Members might be interested in a series of clips on
w
YouTube which were flagged by Garfield. They appear
to behwell done.
o
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkeSM6aOWfaUP
IGb5rPOGyA/featured
w
i
s
h

WTSC Circuit Books – Oxford
Philatelic Society

t
On February 12 Simon and Victoria brought West
o
Toronto’s
circuit books to the meeting of the Oxford
Philatelic Society in Woodstock.
c
“Overall
we had a good time chatting with the Oxford
o
members
and were glad we could fill some holes as
n
well as help our members sell some of their material”,
t
they said. “We had about fifteen customers at our
tablei spending approximately $200.”
n
u
We have
club circuit books because of the hard work
and e
dedication of Simon and Victoria. From the club,
many thanks.
i
n

From the Editor
t
A friend asked if I was still collecting stamps. The
h
question was easy to answer. Her next question not.
e
She iis not a stamp collector and has long been curious
why rpeople, often men, collect stamps and envelopes.
She rasked, “If you had only a minute to catch the
attention
of someone who had never collected stamps,
o
what would your elevator speech be?” She added,
l
“Saying it is fun, relaxing, sociable, and so on, won’t
e
fly. Those
words apply to almost anything.”
s
I had to admit I didn’t have the elevator speech she
was w
looking for. I have one for those who collected in
theiri youth and might be interested in returning to the
hobby.
l I don’t have one for someone who has never
collected.
l
Later that evening, my interest piqued, I sat at the
t
computer
and scrolled through several web sites of
a
philatelic
organizations and clubs. I didn’t find
anything
that would make a good elevator speech to
k
use ewith non-collectors. Everyone’s focus is on
keeping existing collectors in the hobby or persuading
former collectors to pick it up again.
p
l
My questions
to you are, do you have an elevator
a that you use with your non-collecting friends?
speech
If not,
c why not, and what might you put into one?
e
Developing an elevator speech(es) might lead to a

strategy for attracting newcomers to the hobby.
Yours in philately.
Editor

London 2020
The International Stamp Exhibition, London 2020,
posted on its website details of exhibition entries. It is
possible to search by frame, number, exhibitor name,
country, exhibit title and class.
http://www.london2020.co/exhibits/?fbclid=IwAR1Za
TV8a3PtljMV_MwTB4qiTxjwCEOyM1VHrEbfYkX7Bk7UY
7CsHLtHun4
Club member Don Hedger has two exhibits entered:
Epic of Vimy – A Canadian Pilgrimage and A Canadian
Soldier’s Postcards – Mailed from the Somme/Flanders
WW1 – May 1915 – Apr 1916.

The i aircraft can also be identified. The Canadian
Warplane
Heritage Museum in Hamilton confirmed
n
both planes are Lockheed P-38 Lightnings, which were
used by the USAF in WW2.
M
Whoaflew the planes? A search of RCAF records turned
y
up nothing.
The RCAF never had P-38’s.
.
To help answer the question, the postcard was posted
to the Historic Northern Ontario Facebook page. It
didn’t take members of the group long to identify the
planes as belonging to Spartan Air Services of Ottawa.
Spartan was contracted by the government in the
early 1950s to conduct aerial surveys of Northern
Ontario. It had a fleet of seven P-38’s. The plane on
the left is a F-4 variant and on the right, a F-5
reconnaissance variant. The logo on the front of the
plane is likely the Spartan logo.

Don can be found in the listing as ‘Don’. His surname
‘Hedger’ had not been added as of the date of this
newsletter.

Robert A. Kyle, MD
This article from September 2015 tells the story of
how Dr. Robert Kyle used a hospital stay of “40 days
and 40 nights” in 1965 to rekindle his interest in
stamps. He become a well-known collector and
exhibitor in the field of hemo-philately and worked to
have the USPS issue a stamp (1971) devoted to blood
transfusion.
https://www.ashclinicalnews.org/spotlight/hemophilately-robert-a-kyle-md/
Dr. Kyle was born on March 17, 1928 in Bottineau,
North Dakota, a small town about 15 miles south of
the Canadian border where his father ran a tire shop.
He is still on staff at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minnesota.

Postcard showing two P-38 Lightning’s at Kapuskasing
airport, early 1950’s (Timberg collection)
Similarly, on February 21, 2020 the APS turned to
social media for assistance solving a philatelic
mystery. They asked on their Facebook page: “Can
you help us? Anyone out there familiar w[ith]
‘Recovered from the Sea’? We are officially stumped.
No water damage – fairly pristine. Any hypothesis,
inquiries … welcome! Thanks!”

Collectors like Dr. Kyle are medical philatelists. Why
do we never hear of legal philatelists, engineering
philatelists, etc.? That is a rhetorical question, but if
you have an opinion, please let me know.

Using Social Media as a
Research Tool
Social media has advantages and disadvantages. On
the plus side, it can be a valuable tool for historical
research. Consider the postcard at the upper right
showing two piston-driven aircraft at Kapuskasing
airport.
The card is easily dated generally. The writing on it is
from a local photographer who sold postcards in the
1940s and 1950s.

Cover posted on APS Facebook page, February 20,
2020, bearing stamp ’Recovered from the Sea’
As of the date of this newsletter, the mystery has not
been resolved although there is speculation the cover
may be fake.

In a Facebook post the APS explained the rationale
for using social media. “[W]e are casting our net
among philatelists to assist us in learning more about
this cover. Whilst there are several hundred collective
years among staff and volunteers here, this particular
cover is a mystery. We depend on members and
friends in the philatelic community for their insight
and are most appreciative for sharing their wealth of
knowledge and expertise. The cadre of people
involved across the world that assist us daily is
testimony to the generous and gracious spirit of
philatelists and stamp collectors. All of these
responses [on the Facebook page] are valuable and
we are optimistic that through this thread, we will be
able to deduce an ‘answer’.”
For someone interested, the topic – using social media
to undertake philatelic research – could be an
interesting article for Canadian Stamp News or a
philatelic journal, depending on the length of the
article.
End of newsletter
Members are encouraged to submit items for the
newsletter. The deadline for the April issue is
Tuesday, March 17, St. Patrick’s Day.

